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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, SS, MO, OAU 

SUB J : GOM ATTENDING OAU MINISTERIALS 

REF: A) RABAT 0364 (NOTAL), B) LIBREVILLE 029 1 (NOTAL) 

1 . MFA SECSTATE ABDERRAHMANE BADDAOU IS CURRENTLY HEADING GOM 
DELEGATION TO TRIPOLI MEETING OF OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE, WHICH 
WILL BE FOLLOWED BY OAU FONMIN'S MEETING. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE USUAL TASK OF DEFENDING THE GOM’S SAHARA 
POSITION, THE DELEGATION WILL BE FOCUSSING ON A NUMBER OF RELATED 
QUESTIONS. THE STATUS OF THE POLISARIO DELEGATION AT BOTH 
SESSIONS WILL PREOCCUPY THE MOROCCANS. THE GOM DELEGATION, AS IT 
DID IN LIBREVILLE LAST JULY, WILL ALSO PROBABLY DEFEND THE SPANISH 
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AGAINST ANY ALGERIAN EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE CANARY ISLANDS 
QUESTION IN THE LIBERATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS. MORROCCAN STRATEGY 
IN PAST LIBERATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS HAS BEEN TO STICK TO THE 
HIGH ROAD OF AFRICAN POLITICS, FOCUSSING ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
ISSUES. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, BADDAOU IN HIS OPENING 
REMARKS FOLLOWED THIS TACK. 
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3. THE MAJOR TACTICAL FOCUS, HOWEVER, IS LIABLE TO BE ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR THE PROPOSED MARCH 24-30 SPECIAL SUMMIT ON THE SAHARA 
IN LIBREVILLE. THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL MOROCCAN 
DECLARATION ON THE SUMMIT SINCE JANUARY 19, WHEN THE MININFO 
AGREED TO MOROCCO'S PARTICIPATION (REFTEL A). HOWEVER, 

STRATEGY QUESTIONS REMAINING INVOLVE (A) FINANCING, (B) THE 
MOROCCAN/MAURITANIAN DEMAND FOR A QUORUM OF 26 CHIEFS OF STATE, 

AND (C) ATTENDANCE BY SAHARANS. ALTHOUGH THE GOM IS BEING OFFICIALLY 
SILENT ON THESE MATTERS, AFP FEBRUARY 1 1 QUOTED "INFORMED SOURCES" 

IN RABAT AS STATING THAT ONLY ALGERIA, MAURITANIA, ZAIRE, AND 
MOROCCO HAD AGREED TO THE SUMMIT (THIS APPEARS TO CONFLICT WITH 
REFTEL B, IN WHICH BONGO CLAIMED 28 TAKERS). IN FEBRUARY 15 
EDITORIAL, THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ORGAN AL-ANBA REAF- 
FIRMED THE DEMAND FOR A HIGH-LEVEL QUORUM, RAISED THE ISSUE OF 
POLISARIO BY WARNING THAT ANY ALGERIAN ATTEMPT TO FORCE PARTICI- 
PATION OF POLISARIO "WILL MEAN THE FAILURE OF THE CONFERENCE" AND 
MAINTAINED THAT ALL OAU MEMBERS MUST SHARE THE CONFERENCE'S 
EXPENSES. FINALLY, IT REPEATED CONDITION THAT AGENDA MUST DEAL 
WITH "ALGERIAN AGRESSION" (I.E., AS OPPOSED TO SAHARA SOVEREIGNTY). 

4. MEANWHILE, GOM CONSULTATIONS ON THE SUMMIT HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY 
TAKEN PLACE DURING RECENT VISITS TO RABAT OF SADAT, MOBUTU, AND 
OULD DADDAH. 

5. COMMENT. VIEWED FROM RABAT, WHETHER THE MARCH SUMMIT WILL 
ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE REMAINS QUESTIONABLE. THE GOM IS PLAYING A 
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CLOSE HAND AND IS ATTEMPTING TO APPEAR POSITIVE, BUT IF PRE-SUMMIT 
SIGNALS DO NOT POINT TO GAINS FOR THE MOROCCAN CAUSE, ONE OF THE 
MANY CONTENTIOUS ISSUES COULD WELL BE SEIZED UPON TO 
BLOCK THE CONFERENCE. 

ANDERSON 
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